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Unti) the rme-establishment of diplomatic relations between Argentine and Soviet
Rugsia on 6 June 1946, the Pan-Slav movement in Argentine wes directed from the .
Soviet Legation in Uruguey. The most active Soviet diplomat engaged in such
aotivities was Valentin Vassilievitoh Riabov, who held a consular-officer

pogition in the Soviet Legation at Momtevideo.
During this period the organization and merging of different Slav elsments was

26
handled by Dre Tomas Davidov, a Bulgarian reportadly sent to Arpentina for the
exprass purpose of strengthening Communism among Slav groups and of uniting them

under the "Slav Camittee of Argentina”.
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T 5 Se [Davidov was very successful in forming new "Aid Committees" and other front groups

SEE-= among the local Slavs, snd managed to gein almost complete control over the

bo= 84 Yugoslav and Bulgerian oommunities in Argentina. The Communists, under Davidov's

SER 8w orders, very qulokly controlled the Yugoslav and Bulgarisn olubs, sosisties, end

Gx?: wi:® | organizations already existent, and then united these and the meny new entities

& 558 & | which they formed under master organizetions oslled "Yugoslavia Libre" and

'; :_df.;’ 5 & Y | "Bulgsrie Libre®, respectively.
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gﬁ’ (:3 2 ’ia Davidov did not find all the other Slav groups as pliable. He experienced

£l x5 5 | oonsidersble diffioulty in the orgenization under the "Slav Committee®™ of the

é’;;; R % | Polish, Ukranian, Byelorussisn, end other communities. Among other &ifficulties

o 5B T | encountered were the following:
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Fo256< z 2o The Poles feel a historical hatred toward Ruasie end have a deap=meated fear
Desplte the faot that Davidov was helped by “:n loc:) Polish

of Communisme
Coarmunist leadsr, Stanislaw Kowelewskl, and that pressure was end is exerted
on Polish citizens in Argentina by controlling their relatives residing in

Poland, there still exists in Argentina a large number of violently anti-
Communist Polsse The oontinued quasi-recognition by Argentina of the :
diplomatic representatives of the fbrmer Polish Government, and the existence

of the anti-Commumist Folish language newspaper, Furjer Polski, have also
helped ths resistence of Commmist domination of oca 8o

The Ukruniens have long desired independence, and this led many of them to

support Germany during World War II. Many Ukrenians residing in Argentina
hold tha same bellef, including the strongly anti-Communist groups called
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"pposvita” and "Widrozenie” (sioc)e On the other hand, the Ukrainian Com-
munists in Argentine wore divided by bitter emnity into two factlons: the

Switlo group, led by Jose Tkeoguk and Jeoobo Stepanenke, which adopted both
& pro-Slav Comuittes end a pro-Jewish attitude; and the Ukreinska CGazeta
faction, which opposed the Slav Comittee and w"3 violently antl~Somitic.
The supporters of the Ukrainske Gazota wanted no entanglement with the Argen=
tine Communist Party through the Tdiomatic Comrission and the Slev Union.
The ldiomatio Commission of the Argentine Communist Party is epparently the
body through whioh liaison is maintained between the Argentine Communist
Party end the difforent ethnioc Com-unist groupse The Ukrainska Gazeta
fection demended that £1l funds oollected for ald be gent Lo the mother
country, and that nome be diverted for finenoing Slav Commmnist sotivitles
in Argentina. In this attitude they were supported b Serglo Stapren
through his newspaper, Russlik w Ar ntinie, and by the followers of L
Grigoriev and the "hyelorussikn ﬁr of Aid for the Fatherland." The
Ukrainien Communists supporting the Ukrainsks Gazeta were classed as
Fasoists by the Switlo faction. 4ll oT These faotors oaused considereble
aiffioculty to Levidov in his attempt to organize and unify all Ukrainiens
under the 5lav Comnittee.

o« The Byelorussians are & fenatically Communistic Slav group, but their intense
hatred of the Poles ocaused them to look askance at any oollaboration with the
Folish Corrmunistse Lurthermore, the group lmom as "Jyelorussian Center
of Ald for the Fatherland", led by lAmitrio Grigoriev, closely collaborated
with Sergio Stapran and the Ukrainska Gageta faction. They strongly opposed
the pro-Slav Committee,Byelorussien group Ted by Trofim Lassuk, the owner-
editor of Nasg Golos.

Despite these diffioulties, Tavidov, with the help of Kowalewskl, persisted in
his plen of wnification of the Slav groups, and suocessfully managed to wrest
roontrol of the Slav movement in Argentina from the Soviet Legation in liontevideoe
At the seme time, it eppears that the Pan-Slav movement in Argentine was granted
sore measure of freedom from the Argentine Communist Party.

shortly after the errivel in Duenos sires of Ambassador Sergueev, Valentin Riabov
wes trensferred from | ontevideo to the Soviet Fmbassy in Duenos Adres. e
irmedietely entered into close contact with the followings Davidov and Christo
Gonevsky, the Bulgarian Cormunist leaders; Antonio Tulich and Pedro Zanetic,

the Yugoslav Communist leaderss !'iguel Rabyk, Jose Tkaczuk, and Jacobo Stepenenko,
the Ukrainien Communist leaders; Stanislew FKowslewskl, the Polish Comrunist leader;
and Trofim Laszuk, the Byelorussian Comrunist leeder.

Although at first Riabov kept himself in the baclkground, aftor the Slav Congress
held in DBuenos Alres on 1 and 2 November 1846 he hegan to teke an active part in
_the Pen-tlav movement in Argentina. It was at this Slav Congress that a resolu-
tion was adopted changing the name of the "31av Cormittee” to the "Slav Union of
Ar{;entina"c On 2 Larch 1847 elections were held in almost all of the different
Slav Comunist organizations, and chiefly through Rlabov's and lavidov's handling
of matters, the results were a triumph for the supporters of the Slev Union.

Anong the results of this triumph of the Slav Union are the following:

ae The newspaper Russjik w ArEntinie will probably not reeppear, at least not
under the management of Sergio hHTapralle

be with the exception of Russien, Byelorussian, and Ukrainim Communist
activities in Argentina, which will be directly supervised by the Soviet
Erbassy in Buenos Alres, officlal control of other Slav groups will be
oarried out through the Slav Unlons

os It soems probable that those groups previously opposing the Slav Union will
be brought into line, and forced to follow a polioy outlined Lor them by
that organization.
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The resounding viotery of the Slav Union is expeoted to result in inoreased
Slav Communist aotivities. Murthermore, the Slev Union is expected to
exort even greater control over the activities of the different Slav
communities in Argentina. :

The Byelorussians are expscted to beccme the outstanding Slav group, and
Riabov has reportedly deolared that they will be a spearhead of Slav
Communist aotivities in Argentina. It is not known as yot Jjust how this
will affeot the looal Bulgarian Communists who, up to the present tims, have
acted a3 the seoret police of the Slav Unicne :

A oertain Frenclsco Novak (Nestorczuk) has reportedly been assigned the
task of wnifying the Ukrainian Communist front, whil: Trofim Lassuk has
become the undisputed leader of the Byelorussian Comunists.

This document contains information :ffecting the
nationul defense of the United States within
the meaning of the Esplonage Act, 50, U.SC.

31 and 32 as amended, Its transmission or the
revelation of its contents Xwamyx in any
manner to an unauthorized person is prohibted
by laWt

CONFDENTIA-

Approved For Release 2003/08/07 : CIA-RDP82-00457R000500420002-2



